
BJ IYOR 
SIULLEN 

AS midday when 
tb gro 11p of astounded 
countl)l folk saw a ghost 

ider in th,.t sky. 
._ ____ ... 

His hors was gal-
. piJlg a1 1 ull speed 
hrou h th clouds, 

usued by an eagle. 
Wtl n the bir:d 
rted at 1is head, 

e let o of the reins 
d 1e I. Ea11le, horse 

,,d man ware never 
·en again. 
Tru or tela, ? You can 
H:ide for you rself. But a 
t..al paper eported in 
111 th t it h ppened in 

H mpshir village of 
r t f o r d b r i  Jge, near 

�aingatoke. 

eventee ears later 
. apaper r�1ders were 
I of e simll1 r Incident. 

n ' Sund y evening. 
&<�gera of Ch4twton Men-

' near Bath, saw in the 
• fet�lmont of cavalry 

orda drawn. 
ne orrtar was so 

· Jhte�ed that ahe be­
l 1e seriously ill. 

oday we ·w Juld prob­
ly put a uch 8\ ents down 

mas& hysteria. But 
• •tge tl ings cl id happen 

ritain s rur� areas. 
l'h t m 'eh la clear from 

F om ··he Eng-
1 • Cou ntrya de : t150-

1150 (Harrap, £8·95), a col­
lection of bygone news­
paper reports compiled by 
Cllfford Morsley. 

In 1838, for example, 
readers of the Cambridge 
Chronicle were treated to 
a report of a cricket match 
played nea r Halst e a d, 
Essex, on a frozen lake. 

All the players wore 
skates, and the fielding, 
wrote the reporter, was 
.. highly amusing." 

Other stories include 
that of a Devon woman 
found by the police with a 
gander wrapped In a towel 
inside her bustle; a man 
"eaten to death" by mag-

. gots i and a party of 
amateur sailors throwing 
chunks of boiled flsh to 
what looked like a mer- r 

maid. 
Readers of the Hamp-, 

shire Courier in 1814 may 
have tut-tutted when they 
read of a man who led his 
wife to market in a halter 
and put her up for sale. A 
tradesman bought her for 
five shillings. -

BURIED 
The paper, were full of 

stories about people find­
ing hidden treasure. 

There was the case of 

Tom Page, a carpenter 
from Ewell, near Dover, 
who dreamed that a huge 
sum of money-;was buried 
in a local hill. 

He and his friends 
scrambled up the hill and 
s t a r t e d  d i g g i n g .  They 
found two large copper 
boilers containing coins 
700 years old. 

Tom's neighbours were 
amazed since he could. 
neither read nor write, and 
could not have found out 
about the treasure from 
history books. 

TRIAL 
An odd court case wa$ 

reported In 1817 by the 
Kentish Chronicle. lt con-

cerned a man accused of 
attempting to seduce a 
housemaid. 

His "trial", before a jury 
of fellow-villagers, took 
pl�ce in a pub. 

SUSPENDED 
He was found guilty and 

sentenced to be hanged · 

by his heels from a beam 
in the bar for 20 minutes. 

He was also ordered to 
drink four pints of strong 
onion broth-two before 
the hanging and two 
while he was suspended. 

T h e m a n  w a s  s o  
shocked that he tried to 
e s c a p e .  Bu t h e  w a s  
caught, and the sentence 
was carried out. 


